The first of these volumes has been some years before the public, and the other anxiously looked for, and quite recently published: they constitute one of the most interesting pieces of medical biography ever composed; and their perusal, whilst it cannot fail to please medical readers of every age, will at the same time be singularly serviceable to every youthful student of our profession, and particularly to all who cherish a hope of enriching medical science and serving the public at large by new discoveries in the science to which they are devoted. its discovery down to our own day. This we shall be enabled to do, without any apprehension of being wearisome, by following Dr. Baron's lucid order, and by condensing the valuable details with which his work abounds. There will still be left some topics of interest for further consideration, to be hereafter spoken of.
The first intimation received by Jenner of the possible existence of a disease communicated by contact from the cow, and capable of protecting the affected individual from the occurrence of small-pox, was given to him when he was an apprentice with a surgeon at Sodbury: be was doubtless previously acquainted with the popular notion of this, prevalent in that district of Gloucestershire, but it was at this time that it was first impressed on his attention; and from this time he never lost sight of it. Not yet twenty years of age, he contemplated the possibility of delivering mankind from the scourge of one of the most severe and desolating diseases to which human beings were subject: but he was nearly fifty before he published his first work on the Cow-pox. In the interval he had been the pupil of John Hunter, and, on commencing practice in the country, had kept his mind in continual exercise, not only on subjects strictly professional, but in various departments of natural history. He had endeavoured, generally in vain, to stimulate his medical neighbours to take a part in an investigation of which they could not see the importance.
They had all seen examples of the alleged protection, but they had also witnessed puzzling exceptions, the explanation of which they wanted patience or genius to unravel. This task he performed himself; and in 1780, after five years of close attention to the subject, and when he was arrived at the age of thirty-one, he was enabled to explain what had perplexed and confused previous enquiry. He at that time stated, to his friend Edward Gardner, his opinion as to the origin of the cowpox from the heel of the horse; specified the different sorts of disease which attacked the milkers when they handled infected cows, and the particular variety which afforded protection against small-pox, and anxi-ously and with much emotion communicated his hope that the result of this might eventually be the total extinction of small-pox. When Jenner, he had become acquainted with the benefits conferred by vaccination in consequence of his study of small-pox; and it ought ever to be borne in mind, says Dr. Baron, that Jenner's knowledge respecting smallpox was the medium of his discovery of the laws which govern the variolae vaccinae.
It had been shown that, in the inoculation for small-pox, the mitigation of the symptoms depended much on the number of pustules produced; and that even one pustule could afford protection. "To moderate the eruption and to subdue the fever was the object of all the enlightened physicians who treated small-pox. Inoculation most materially aided these intentions; vaccination carried them into full effect." (Vol. ii. p. 18.) It must, doubtless, be trying to the patience of those friends of Dr. Jenner, who have carefully kept his principles in view, to see them lost sight of and neglected, and out of this neglect questions and doubts again and again arising, in defiance of former refutations. Thirty-four years ago, some of the points which have been discussed within the last few years were, Dr. Baron observes, fully explained. [Oct.
which took place in vaccination. These deviations regarded two apparently different states of the constitution. In the one, the susceptibility of small-pox was not taken away by previous infection; while, on the other hand, some constitutions seem to be unsusceptible of small-pox infection altogether. It was found, that similar occurrences took place in the practice of vaccination; but as the security which the latter afforded was more likely to be interfered with by slight causes than the former, it became absolutely necessary that great care should be shown in watching the progress and character of the pustule. Dr 
